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Sell your textbooks forCASH!
(260) 399-6111 - English
(212) 380-1763 - Español(925) BUY-BACK
 
t h e  c o m p a s s 
x l v  n o . 1
f e b r u a r y  5 ,  2 0 1 0
G a i n e s v i l l e  S t a t e  C o l l e g e
G a i n e s v i l l e ,  G e o r g i a
E d i t o r  L a u r e n  B l a i s  9 2 4 2 0 3 7 5 2 @ g s c . e d u
A S S i S t A n t  E d i t o r  B e n  W h i t e  9 2 4 1 9 0 4 5 8 @ g s c . e d u
M A n A G i n G  E d i t o r  L i z  M c K i n n o n  9 2 4 1 6 7 7 5 1 @ g s c . e d u
S E C t i o n  E d i t o r S
n E W S  E m i l y  P e r r y  9 2 4 1 8 2 9 8 1 @ g s c . e d u
C A M P u S  L i f E  M a r t i n  B i l l i g  9 2 4 1 9 1 1 1 4 @ g s c . e d u
A & E  A u d r e y  W i l l i a m s  9 2 4 2 1 1 5 7 8 @ g s c . e d u
S P o r t S  n i c k  W i l l i a m s  9 2 4 1 9 9 6 9 6 @ g s c . e d u
P h o t o G r A P h y
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L A y o u t
J e n n i f e r  B o o t h ,  C a r m e n  f i n o c c h i o ,  B r a n d e n  L e f t y
S t A f f 
J e n n i f e r  B o w e n ,  A l e x  d o n n e l l y ,  d a n i e l  d o v e , 
J a c o b  h i c k m a n ,  M a t t h e w  L a r a w a y ,  M i c h a e l  M u l l i n s , 
M i k e  W i l l i a m s
d i S t r i B u t i o n  
J o e  B e a s l e y
f A C u L t y  A d v i S E r  M e r r i l l  M o r r i s  m m o r r i s @ g s c . e d u
t h e  C o m p a s s  r e l e a s e s  f o u r  p r i n t e d  i s s u e s  e a c h 
s e m e s t e r  a n d  a n  o n l i n e  e d i t i o n  e v e r y  W e d n e s d a y 





Turkey & Cheese     $3.50
Ham & Cheese     $3.50
Roast Beef  & Cheese    $3.75
Egg Salad      $2.99
Chicken Salad     $3.99
Combo (any of  above w/chips & drink) $5.25
Pimento Cheese     $4.99
Daily Soup      $2.79
Chips       $  .75
Cookies      $  .75
Beverages      $1.25
Coke, Diet Coke, Sprite, Sprite Zero, Lemonade, Mr. Pibb, Bottled Water, Tea
Bread & Cookies Baked Fresh Daily!
$5.00 School Special!




Drive-thru or eat-in at Nest Feathers
Monday-Saturday 10:00-2:00


















Featur ing David Frankl in, 
John James and Nathan 
Edmonton practicing 
their  sword-f ight ing for 
GTA’s “Beaux’ Strate-










What exactly is a prostitute?  Julia 
Roberts in Pretty Woman?  A beauti-
ful woman finds true love after offering 
illicit sexual favors to Richard Gere for 
money.  But is that a true representation 
of a prostitute?    
The Women Helping Women club 
and other members of the community 
are trying to dispel this view of prostitu-
tion.  In a recent event on campus they 
showed the real-life issue of human 
trafficking in the Atlanta area.  
Children and teenage girls are often 
targeted by hustlers and pimps.  Im-
migrants with nowhere to go are also 
common targets for exploitation.   But 
anyone can find themselves in a prosti-
tution relationship.
“This can happen to anyone,” Kath-
leen Woodward, professor and adviser 
to Women Helping Women, said.  “It 
may not be a conscious choice but once 
it happens it’s hard to get out.” 
Child exploiters and pimps often fre-
quent shopping malls looking for mid-
dle class girls who look lonely.   A few 
common predispositions toward child 
prostitution include absent parents, 
abuse in the home, alcohol and drug 
abuse in the home and truancy from 
school.  
“A feeling of alienation can cause 
young girls to (gravitate towards a male 
figure for direction),” Woodward said. 
Young teens are lured into this field 
often by someone who is nice to them 
and offers a sense of security.  The ex-
ploiters may try to form a boyfriend/
girlfriend relationship that they later 
use for sex and ultimately “pimp and 
sell them out to other people,” Wood-
ward said. 
Physically being kidnapped and 
forced into these acts is less common. 
But once teens find themselves in this 
situation, they feel “trapped and feel like 
they can’t get out,” said Woodward.
Once money is introduced to the 
prostitute, they become the criminal. 
Minors are not sent straight to prison 
but receive treatment in the form of a 
rehabilitation center and therapy for the 
often immense psychological damage.
Most prostitution meetings are ar-
ranged via the Internet.  This is an un-
derground business with the use of cell 
phones, Internet and hotel meetings. 
Although this happens on street cor-
ners, it is actually far less common. 
Traveling businessmen are the target 
for pimps hoping to make money.  The 
pimps scope out convention hotels.  Af-
ter services are rendered, the business-
man is gone the next day and no one 
ever knows he was a party in this ille-
gal business. These businessmen keep a 
“what happens in Vegas, stays in Vegas” 
mindset.
Woodward said that, unlike in selling 
drugs, with prostitution the merchan-
dise never runs out.  A person can be 
sold several times over to make a profit. 
This makes prostitution very lucrative 
for pimps.
There are ways to avoid being lured 
into child prostitution.  The most im-
portant thing is to be aware of this is-
sue.  People who look like decent, regu-
lar middle class men and women can be 
involved in this business as well as the 
stereotypical night time street walkers.
The consequences of AIDS, drug 
abuse, and psychological damage is 
devastating on children and the healing 
Panel sheds light on trafficking in area
The Women Helping Women club recently sponsored a panel on the issue of human trafficking.  Left 
to right club adviser Kathleen Woodward and Jennifer Swayne and Kelly Rook of Street Grace. 
Joe Beasley
“This can happen to anyone.. .  once 
i t  happens, i t ’s  hard to get out.”
 
-Kathleen Woodward,
club adviser to Women Helping Women
see “Trafficking” page 4




It’s only been a month and 
we have lost two and half days 
of classes due to weather.
The first week of school end-
ed early for many students as the 
campus closed the afternoon of 
Jan. 7 and remained closed the 
following day.  Only last week 
the campus shut down again as 
snow threatened and tree limbs 
became encased in ice.
The decision to close the 
school is ultimately the respon-
sibility of college President 
Martha Nesbitt. But if Nesbitt is 
not available, “the decision will 
then fall to the executive coun-
cil, which is comprised of the 
vice presidents of the college,” 
Sloan Jones, director of public 
relations and marketing, said.
Nesbitt consults state De-
partment of Transportation 
reports and weather forecasts 
and monitors the conditions of 
roads and the campus them-
selves before determining that 
the college should be closed.
The recent closings gave the 
campus the opportunity to use 
its new LakerAlert notifica-
tion system. LakerAlert sends 
pertinent information such 
as closings, cancellations, and 
late openings to students. The 
information is received either 
through an e-mail or text mes-
sage, as designated when you 
sign up in the system.
Jones is in charge of updating 
LakerAlert and notifying news 
outlets of closings. “The best 
way for students to get informa-
tion quickly and easily is first 
the LakerAlert System, followed 
by the college’s Web site, and fi-
nally TV and radio. It would be 
ideal if all students were signed 
up for LakerAlerts,” Jones said.
Dangerous weather is not the 
only threat to student safety. 
Director of Public Safety and 
Police Chief Richard G. Good-
son wrote the book on emer-
gency procedure, literally. Af-
ter Goodson joined the faculty 
and staff at GSC in 2007, one 
of his first objectives was to put 
together a guideline on how to 
proceed in emergency situa-
tions. 
The result is the Emergency 
Procedure Manual, a detailed 
flip chart found in offices on 
campus.  The manual deals with 
everything from emergency 
evacuations, bomb threats, 
shooting incidents and more. 
Students can find informa-
tion on the school Web site by 
searching “Public Safety” and 
selecting “General Informa-
tion.”  In addition, students will 
find posters in the academic 
buildings detailing evacuation 
routes and procedures for vary-
ing emergencies.
Preparedness can make the 
difference in an emergency situ-
ation, Goodson said. 
“The main thing students can 
do is plan ahead. Plan ahead, 
take action, and remember 
leadership is necessary,” he said.
If you see a situation unfold-
ing that will require police pres-
ence, you can reach the Campus 
Police through a 24-hour direct 
line at 678-717-1777.
To sign up for LakerAlert, 
visit www.gsc.edu/lakeralert.
is long is difficult.  
“(T)heir self esteem is so severely 
damaged,” said Woodward.
Prostitution is not always the ste-
reotypical hooker standing on a street 
corner, said Jennifer Swayne of Street 
Grace, a non-profit group addressing 
human trafficking in Atlanta.  There 
does not have to be a horrible pimp 
beating you and drugging you to con-
stituent prostitution.
 Swayne said that a boyfriend who 
demands “special favors” in exchange 
for paying bills or buying his girlfriend 
clothes constitute a form of prostitu-
tion, especially if he is older and the girl 
is underage. 
 “Between 300 and 350 girls under 
the age of 17 are victims of commercial 
sexual exploitation in Georgia,” Swayne 
said.  This is the number of girls per 
month in Georgia that are exploited 
sexually on the streets, through escort 
services, and online.  
On a busy night as many as 109 
young girls are prostituted through 
these venues in a single evening.  That 
is more than the annual combination of 
girls killed each year in car accidents, 
teen suicides in one year, and teens 
known to have AIDS in one year.  The 
average age of these sexually exploited 
teens is 14.
Sixty-five percent of males who in-
quire through online ads about these 
services prefer young girls. 
There are ways to stop this wide-
spread underground business from 
spreading, panelists said.  There has 
been an increase in prosecutions of 
adults who exploit children.  Society is 
recognizing children as the true victims 
of this illicit practice.  And the law is 
working to make Georgia a non-toler-
ance zone for child prostitution. 
The purpose of this event was to bring 
“awareness of the problem so young 
girls can stay safe and help friends and 
neighbors stay safe,” said Woodward. 
There are volunteer opportunities 
to help prevent prostitution, as well as 
educate the public and lobby for stricter 
laws. Visit www.afuturenotapast.org for 
opportunities to bring justice to the ex-
ploiters and exploited. The hot line is 
770-370-4312.
Trafficking
continued from page 3
Campus Closed: 
How GSC handles bad weather, emergencies
Rain, rain, go away.  The possibility of snow and ice have already prompted two school closings this semester.  
Nick Williams
n e w s








Humanitarian Joan Hecht 
first saw the diseased and fam-
ine-plagued bodies of Sudanese 
men, women and children on 
her television screen in the mid-
’80s  Feeling overwhelmed with 
hopelessness, she did nothing.  
“I, along with the rest of the 
world, turned the channel, hop-
ing someone else would come 
to their rescue.”
But Hecht would soon find 
herself more involved than she 
could have imagined.
Recently the GSC Collo-
quium Series began the new se-
mester in the Continuing Edu-
cation/Performing Arts Center 
on the Gainesville Campus, 
with a crowd of approximately 
250 students, faculty and com-
munity members who wanted 
to know more about the plight 
of the Lost Boys.
In 2001 the first group of Su-
danese children were granted 
refugee status and permitted 
to  come to the U.S.  Hecht, liv-
ing in Jacksonville, Fla., saw her 
chance to help these “lost boys.”
The term “lost boys” was 
coined by aid workers who were 
reminded of the characters in 
the story of Peter Pan.
Hecht formed a non-profit 
organization known as the Alli-
ance for the Lost Boys.  She later 
captured their story in a book as 
well.
For over 20 years Sudan was 
gripped in a civil war between 
the Muslims to the north and 
Christians and Animists (those 
who practice tribal traditions) 
in the south.  The Muslims 
gained control of the country 
and sought to form a united Is-
lamic Sudan.
Conflict arose between the 
Muslims and those who wished 
to worship in a different man-
ner, and this led to whole vil-
lages being attacked and con-
quered by the Muslims.  It was 
during these raids on small 
villages that mothers, fathers, 
aunts and uncles were being 
slaughtered, and the children 
ran into the darkness of the Af-
rican bush to escape.
These children, as young as 
four, gathered in large groups 
and walked for months without 
food, water, shelter and proper 
protection from wild animals 
to the Ethiopian border where 
they hoped to find refuge.
Not only did the children 
lack the basic necessities to 
survive the wilderness, during 
this time, they were also being 
hunted by Northern Sudanese 
troops.  Many children perished 
along the way.
“The trail which the boys 
traveled was an easy one to 
make out,” Hecht said.  “Just fol-
low the bones and dead bodies.”
Hecht shared a number of 
photographs depicting throngs 
of children, all boys, who were 
captured on film as they entered 
refugee camps.  
Atem Da’Hajhock, one of 
Hecht’s “Lost Boys” and her un-
officially ad-
opted son, 
also spoke at 
the event.  
“I will not 
allow those 
images to 
d e te r m i ne 
my tomor-
ro,” he said. 
“What I do 
today will 
d e te r m i ne 
my tomor-
row.”
D u r i n g 
the Suda-
nese civil 
war, girls were raped, killed, 
enslaved or adopted, and few 
ended up in the refugee camps. 
According to Sudanese custom, 
if any females have surviving 
relatives, they must stay with 
them at all costs.  
Upon entering the U.S., the 
boys had to get jobs to pay their 
living expenses within 90 days 
of their arrival.  This proved to 
be a feat because the boys knew 
little about assimilating with 
modern American culture.
Never having used such 
things as electricity, running 
water and even something as 
simple as a straw used to drink 
with, Hecht said the boys’ con-
forming became a difficult task. 
“But not only did they per-
severe, they thrived,” she said. 
“Many of them are working two 
jobs as well as attending school 
full time.” 
Even while stranded in refu-
gee camps on the Ethiopian 
border, the Lost Boys under-
stood the importance of gain-
ing knowledge.  “Education is 
our only mother and father” 
became their motto. 
“I was blessed to be the first 
person in my family to get a 
college degree,” Da’Hajhock 
said.  “The good book says, ‘to 
whom much is given, much is 
required.’  I feel I have to give 
back.”
Da’Hajhock said he wants to 
make sure what happened to 
him will never happen again. 
Once he obtains a degree in 
law, Da’Hajhock plans to return 
to Sudan where he hopes to 
change what is wrong with his 
war-torn country.  He quoted 
Mahatma Gandhi.  
“Be the change you want to 
see in the world,” he said.
Andrew Wilkinson, GSC 
student government president, 
attended Hecht’s presentation 
after he had heard about the 
Lost Boys from a friend.
“I thought it was incredible,” 
Wilkinson said.  “We don’t have 
our perspectives broadened like 
they should be.  It’s so easy to 
take everything for granted and 
hard for us to look outside our 
own comfort zone.”
Hecht said that the Lost Boys 
Atem Da’Hajhock (left) shared his story as a “Lost Boy” of Sudan.  
Joan Hecht (right) founded a non-profit organization to help young 
Sudanese men seeking refuge in America.  Both spoke as part of 
GSC’s Colloquium Series.
“I  am a better mother 
and a better person for 




Humanitar ian and author
enabled her to think beyond 
herself also.
“They brought home what’s 
most important in life,” Hecht 
said. “They made me focus on 
things outside of myself.  I am 
a better mother and a better 
person by having known these 
amazing young men.”
“The Good Book 
says, ‘ to whom 
much is given, 
much is required.’ 




a r t s  &  e n t e r t a i n m e n t
Local artist finds his inspiration 
in dogs, nature, everyday life
Local artist Terry Rowlett stands in front of his painting “Flight out of Egypt” which portrays a contemporary Mary, 




Terry Rowlett is an artist whose pieces 
in the Roy C. Moore Art Gallery depict 
modern figures in natural settings. 
His work blends familiar, current fig-
ures with historical art references, such 
as “Flight out of Egypt,” in which a mod-
ern family bicycles past a neighborhood. 
Each element of the modern depiction 
represents a piece of ancient Egypt. The 
family is meant to represent a contem-
porary, religious version of Joseph, Mary 
and Jesus. 
Every element of Rowlett’s work is 
drawn from actual experience. He points 
around the exhibit to five of his paintings, 
“I literally photographed that kudzu, lit-
erally stood on a rooftop and lived in 
Brooklyn and looked at Manhattan ev-
eryday, walked those woods thousands 
of times, lived in that neighborhood, and 
walked that beach,” Rowlett said. His im-
ages are drawn from the thousands of 
places he’s seen and lived.  
“Everything you’ve ever done in your 
life is still with you even if you forget it 
and don’t even remember it,” said Rowlett. 
He is currently represented by Jenkins 
Johnson Gallery in New York City and 
Zeitgeist Gallery in Nashville. His “Man 
with Ax” painting graced the cover of the 
spring edition of The Georgia Review, 
a quarterly publication of essays, short 
fiction, poetry, reviews and art. Several 
of his pieces from the Roy C Moore Art 
Gallery are featured on the pages of The 
Georgia Review focused on “Culture and 
the Environment.” 
The outdoor settings of his paintings 
are inspired by a longing for the world to 
return to its love of nature. 
“We don’t seem to be very much in-
volved in nature anymore. We’re all in 
our cubicles, we’re all in our buildings, 
our air conditioned houses, and I just 
want to put us back where we used to be 
for so long, so I want to encourage people 
to get out into nature (with these paint-
ings)” Rowlett said. 
Dogs are a common element that 
many of Rowlett’s paintings share. 
Though Rowlett incorporates modern 
possessions and familiar objects into 
many of his paintings, the dogs reap-
pear and are used as a “softener of the 
image to bring a familiar, viable char-
acter into the the depiction without 
being an extra human,” Rowlett said. 
Rowlett’s collection is an experience. It’s 
a discovery of everyday figures placed in 
the outdoor world while taking on the 
roles of historical figures.
“I try to paint pictures that are time-
less images of people living on this earth,” 
Rowlett said. 
His collection will be on display until 
Feb. 11.
Rachel Reed
(Top) Matt Pitts and 
Crystal Wood viewed 
the exhibit before 
class. “It’s funny how 
different people see 
different things in 
these,” Wood said.
(Left) Pitts noticed 
one of the many 
themes of Rowlett’s 
paintings. “I see a 
constant cooler,” he 








The members of the Film 
Club are busy this semester. 
The club gives students the 
opportunity to learn about 
the  filmmaking process. But 
instead of a traditional ap-
proach of seminars and lec-
tures, they’ve decided to make 
their own movie.
They are currently devel-
oping and producing a short 
comedy about a group of su-
perheroes. The club members 
are enthusiastic about the 
process so far, as are many 
students who aren’t members.
“The production side of the 
club is important, because it 
introduces prospective film-
makers to the world of film-
making, such as sound, cam-
era operation, proper script 
format, lighting, and all the 
things that can go wrong on 
a shoot,” Jason Kennedy, the 
club’s vice president, said.
Even with this project tak-
ing up their time, the Film 
Club is continuing their tra-
dition of Friday movies. The 
movies are shown in room 
170 of the Academic II build-
ing and start at 1 p.m.
The films selected cover 
many genres and are picked 
by the members of the club 
through a vote.  Some of the 
film genres include foreign, 
crime drama, science fiction, 
and even a Marx Brothers 
film. 
“We try to keep it diverse so 
we can let our members expe-
rience as many different styles 
as possible,” club president 
Branden Lefty said, “because 
no one style is the correct way 
to make a film.”
This semester the Film 
Club has  partnered with two 
other school organizations 
to cosponsor a movie show-
ing. Women Helping Women 
sponsored a showing of the 
movie “Taken,” and The Com-
pass will sponsor “Newsies” in 
April. 
“We like to like to cospon-
sor films with other clubs and 
organizations because it helps 
to get the word out about Film 
Club,” Lefty said.











I t ’s  Al l  About Love
Feb 26
The Dark Knight 
March 5





Apri l  2
Duck Soup
  
Apri l  9
Newsies
 
Apri l  16
Traff ic 
Apri l  23
Moon
Fi lms are screened
on Fr idays f rom
1 p.m. to 3 p.m.





Swords, disguises, money 
and love.  Gainesville Theatre 
Alliance’s first spring presenta-
tion will be the 18th century 
restoration farce “The Beaux’ 
Stratagem.” Originally written 
by Georges Farquhar in 1707, 
the version that GTA will pres-
ent is the updated version com-
pleted in 2004. 
“I’ve always loved the origi-
nal,” director Gay Hammond 
said, “but this version is more 
streamlined with language. I 
think the story is easier to fol-
low.” 
“The Beaux’ Strategem” tells 
the story of two beaux, or gen-
tlemen, seeking a way to repair 
their lost fortunes by marrying 
heiresses.  
Along with all of the over-
the-top antics that go along 
with a traditional farce comedy, 
live sword-playing taught from 
a national master will height-
en the entertainment of “The 
Beaux’ Stratagem.” 
A fight master with the The 
Society of American Fight Di-
rectors, Michael Chin flew 
down from New York for a 
week to choreograph the play’s 
high-action scenes.  He was in-
troduced to GTA through stu-
dent actor Connor Hammond, 
who took a workshop under 
him during the summer.  
“We were really happy to 
have him,” said Gay Hammond.
Combat and corsets:
GTA’s “Beaux’ Strategem”
Jas Sams and Nathan Edmonton duel it out.  The set of GTA’s latest play had to be 
constructed quickly so actors could work on their sword-fighting scenes, choreo-
graphed by fight master Michael Chin.
Lauren Blais
David Franklin pins Edmonton against the set.
Lauren Blais
Chin brought 45 years of 
stage combat experience to the 
GTA actors, whom he enjoyed 
teaching.
“The students here are great. 
They have a lot of energy and 
enthusiasm,” Chin said.
“It’s a fun process. I love 
working with Michael,” Josh 
James, a Brenau student and 
GTA actor, said. “The only bad 
thing about it is that it gets re-
ally hot.” 
The actors don 18th-century 
replica costumes, complete with 
corsets, panniers, wigs, heels, 
and hats.  So much attire makes 
moving around with swords 
difficult. 
“It’s a lot of wrist and stab 
movements, and getting used to 
breathing in a corset is interest-
ing while you’re doing cardio at 
the same time,” actress Jennifer 
Powell said. 
The elaborate costumes are 
designed by Jeannie Crawford, 
who has worked with GTA over 
the course of six seasons. 
“It’s been a delightful and 
creative pleasure,” said Craw-
ford.  
She said that the inspirations 
for the costumes come from the 
Web, books and paintings from 
the period. 
“I choose specific designs 
that I really want to work with…
one-third I build, one-third I 
pull from our collection and 
one-third I borrow from Geor-
gia Shakespeare and UGA,” she 
said.
“The set production started 
January 7th or 8th and rehears-
als are five days a week,” Ham-
mond said.
“The Beaux’ Strategem” will 
open on Feb. 9 at Brenau’s Ho-
sch Theatre.  Students may see 
the play for free on the 10, 11, 
16 and 17 if they visit the box 
office between 10 a.m. and 4 
p.m.
“It’s a lot of fun…a very styl-
ized comedy,” Hammond said. 




They file in.  One-by-one each selects 
his or her weapon of choice.  They load 
their guns, aim, and fire.  The echoes of 
gunshots fill the air along with the clatter 
of spent shells.  In moments the targets 
are annihilated.
“It is a good way to start off a Tues-
day,” one student says.
It sounds like something out of a ma-
fia movie, but it’s really the new firearm 
safety and marksmanship class.  On 
Tuesdays and Thursdays students head 
over to the Oakwood Sportsman’s Lodge 
just down the street from the college to 
knock out a few targets. 
Walt Sippel, who is certified by the 
National Rifle Association, is the in-
structor.  He cracked a few jokes while 
demonstrating safety skills to students 
donned in earmuffs and safety glasses.
“At one point I couldn’t even spell the 
word professor,” Sippel said. “Now I are 
one.”
The small class has access to a variety 
of guns ranging from handguns to rifles. 
“We will be using 12-gauge shotguns 
at some point,” Sippel said.  “The largest 
gun we will use will be the .30-06, but we 
mostly work with .45 automatics.”
Students learn safety tips and clean-
ing methods for all of 
them, not to mention 
firing them.  This is, of 
course, the best part to 
the students.
“The class is cen-
tered around shoot-
ing,” Zack Arnold said. 
“It gets you out of the 
classroom and into the 
shooting range.”
Sippel wants his stu-
dents to enjoy them-
selves and grow also.
“Shooting is sup-
posed to be fun,” Sip-
pel said. “People are 
often afraid to chal-
lenge themselves at a 
distance, so we pull the 
target closer for prac-
tice and then they sur-
prise themselves when 
we move it back.”
Diane Pinero has 
gained a better respect 
for the sport.
“(The class) gives 
you a better under-
standing of shooting,” she said. “It’s more 
about the safety aspects.”
Charles Burrage Jr. was the instructor 
who did the legwork to put the class into 
motion.
“This is a class that we believed would 
definitely promote positive wellness in 
those who enroll in the class,” said Bur-
rage. 
The class, listed as PHED 1202, is a 
10-week course offered at the beginning 
of each spring semester.  It requires a 
$200 fee to cover the wear on the guns, 
the ammo and the targets, but students 
agree it is well worth it.
“Best $200 I’ve ever spent,” Steven 
Jackson said.
Austin Fuller takes aim at his target at Oakwood Sportman’s Lodge where the new 




Bored on campus? Think there’s nothing to do 
before, between or after class? Well, think again. 
Gainesville State offers a multitude of intramural 
sports on campus during all semesters.
During the spring 
GSC offers a quite a 
few different intra-
mural leagues. There 
are even a few that are 
coed. The best part 
is it’s free to play for 
all current students, 
faculty and staff, and 
Laker Society Mem-
bers. 
There may also be 
occasional events where retirees, alumni or other 
approved participants can play.
The easiest way to join a league is to form a 
team. Teams can be made up of student clubs 
or any combination of students, faculty, staff, or 
Laker Society Members who are eligible to play. 
All registration for play is done online. To do 
so you will need to find the intramural website 
under campus life on the GSC website and click 
on the registration option.
Those interested can also find all the rules, 
regulations, requirements, schedules and all oth-
er policies and information about all the different 
leagues that the school has to offer.
If you are interested in playing but don’t have 
a team or enough people to form a team there 
are other ways to join. 
You can attend games 
and inquire with 
teams about joining or 
contact team captains 
to see about getting 
added on.
There are also some 
events that are not 
listed on the Web site. 
A swim meet will be 
held on Feb 24 and ac-
cording to swim coach Lisa Watson, “We’ll also 
be having an Intramural Doubles Tournament 
which will begin after spring break”.
So be sure to go to the Intramural Web site 
and check it out. There are a plethora of sports 
to choose from. New sports and activities are oc-
casionally added so you never know what might 
come up that would be of interest.
Spring 2010 Intramural Schedule
Basketball (coed) – Monday, Jan 25
Rugby – Monday, Jan. 25
Volleyball – Tuesday, Jan. 26
Volleyball (coed) – Monday. March 15
Rugby – Monday, March 15
New phed class is totally worth a shot
Intramural sports have











After months of battling, the 
matchup for the biggest sports 
game of the year is set. The New 
Orleans Saints will meet the In-
dianapolis Colts in Super Bowl 
XLIV on Feb. 7, 2010, in Miami, 
Fla. For the first time since 1993 
the top seeds from each confer-
ence will meet. The Saints start-
ed the season 13-0, 
while the Colts be-
gan 14-0, and were 
the last teams to 
lose a game this sea-
son. 
I n d i a n a p o l i s 
finished 14-2, los-
ing their final two 
games, but only 
because they rest-
ed their starters to 
avoid injury. New 
Orleans finished the 
season 13-3, los-
ing their final three 
games of the season.
Despite each 
team ending the 
season with mul-
tiple losses in a row, neither 
team has seemed to miss a beat 
in the playoffs so far. In winning 
two games en route to the Su-
per Bowl they have combined 
to outscore their opponents by 
64 points.
While neither team boasts a 
great defense, both ranking in 
the bottom half of the league in 
total defense, the Colts have the 
slight advantage in pass defense 
and scoring defense giving up 
two fewer points per game than 
New Orleans. 
The Saints biggest strength is 
creating turnovers. They were 
second in the league this year 
with 39takeaways, 13more than 
the Colts.
What these teams lack in 
defense they more than make 
up for in offense. The Colts 
are led by this year’s MVP and 
four time NFL MVP quarter-
back Peyton Manning, while 
the Saints are led by MVP run-
ner up quarterback Drew Brees, 
who led the NFL in passer rat-
ing and touchdown passes this 
year. Both qbs ranked in the top 
six in all major passing catego-
ries this year.
With both offenses ranking 
in the top four in passing for the 
season this game will ultimate-
ly be decided by the team that 
runs the ball more effectively. 
On paper the edge would seem 
to go in the Saints favor.
The Saints ranked sixth in 
the league in rushing this sea-
son while the Colts ranked dead 
last in rushing for the year and 
ranked 24thin stopping the run 
on defense. 
The Colts defense has been 
able to shed 40 rush yards per 
game off their regular season 
average so far in the playoffs, 
but that is due more to their 
opponents. The teams they 
have faced in the playoffs so 
far ranked 18thand 31stin the 
NFL in passing and in the top 
five in rushing. Because of this 
the Colts were able to stack the 
line of scrimmage and put eight 
men in the box to stop the run.
The Colts won’t be able to 
do that against the high flying 
Saints offense. Unlike Indianap-
olis’ previous two opponents, 
the Saints rank in the top six 
in both passing and rushing of-
fense and number one overall, 
including points scored, in all 
the NFL.
The key for the Colts de-
fense will be getting pressure on 
Brees from their two pro bowl 
defensive ends, Dwight Freeney 
and Robert Mathis, off the edg-
es without leaving themselves 
vulnerable up the middle to the 
run. To win the game the Colts 
defensive tackles and middle 
linebacker will need to be able 
to plug the middle of the line 
and force the Saints to become 
one dimensional.
Offensively the Colts will 
need to be able to 
run the ball effec-
tively in order to 
open up the passing 
game and force the 
Saints to put more 
men in the box 
which will provide 
passing lanes for 
Manning.
For the Saints 
defense to be effec-
tive they will need 
to put constant 
pressure on Man-
ning. They don’t 
need to sack him, 
just hit him and hit 
him hard and of-
ten like they did to 
Brett Favre in the NFC Cham-
pionship game. The Saints will 
need to stop the Colts from get-
ting their running game going. 
To be most effective the Saints 
need to be able to do this with-
out blitzing too much or else 
Manning will pick them apart. 
It will be up to their front four 
to get it done.
Offensively the Saints need 
to be able to run the ball early 
and often to be successful. If 
they can do that the play ac-
tion passing game will open up 
and the points will pile up in a 
hurry.
On paper this game has the 
promise to be one of the most 
exciting and high scoring games 
in Super Bowl history. With 
arguably the games two best 
signal callers going toe to toe 
against two of the shakier de-
fenses, the points should come 
early and often. 
Prediction, Saints 38 Colts 
35. Enjoy.
The ads or the 






Commercials are a time 
when a viewer tunes out or 
gets up to do something, but 
not so with the Super Bowl. 
It is one of the few, if not the 
only, shows on TV whose 
viewers look forward to the 
commercials. 
The broadcast typically 
ranks very highly in the rat-
ings. Last year’s game drew a 
single-day sporting-event re-
cord of 97.4 million viewers. 
The Fox telecast of the 2008 
Super Bowl contained over 
44 minutes of network ads, 
which was an all-time high. 
Prices for advertising space 
cost millions of dollars. This 
year a 30-second commercial 
will cost $2.5 million, accord-
ing to CBS,  who is broadcast-
ing the Super Bowl. That’s over 
$80,000 a second. 
In 2009, NBC sold out all 
the advertising spots for re-
cord revenue of $206 million.
The first famous Super Bowl 
commercial was for the facial 
cleanser, Noxzema. It featured 
the legendary New York Jets 
quarterback Joe Namath re-
ceiving a shave from Farrah 
Fawcet.
Another memorable ad 
is Coke’s “Mean Joe Greene” 
from 1979.  This ad, which 
showed a kid offering his Co-
ca-Cola to Pittsburgh Steelers 
All-Pro defensive lineman re-
mains a part of Super Bowl 
commercial nostalgia.
Some of the more humerous 
ads include Budweiser’s frogs 
which aired in 1995 with 
its unforgettable “buuuud,” 
“wiiiise” and “errrr” slogan.
Possibly the most famous 
Super Bowl ad campaign of 
all has been the “I’m Going to 
Disney World!” ads that have 
run for the past 20 years.
“I watch for the game, the 
commercials are just a plus” 
Chynna Chauncey, a GSC stu-
dent, said.
“I watch for the commer-
cials because I don’t follow 
professional sports,” Kyle 
Truelove, another student, 
said.
No matter what you watch 
it for, ads definitely play a huge 
role in Super Bowl history.
Super Bowl could be 
a thrilling battle
of high-flying offense
I t ’s  the Colts vs.  the 
Saints in Miami on 
Sunday, and on pa-
per,  this game has the 
promise to be one of 
the most high-scoring 
and excit ing  
in Super Bowl  
history. 
Super Bowl facts
• Pittsburgh has won the most 
Super Bowls at six
• Minnesota, Buffalo and Den-
ver have lost the most Super 
Bowls at four times each
• Mike Ditka, Tom Flores, and 
Tony Dungy have all won a 
Super Bowl both as a player 
and a coach
• The 49’ers have been five 
times and never lost
c a m p u s  l i f e
Martin Billig 
Campus Life Editor 
924191114@gsc.edu 
In this edition of the Teacher Feature 
we will introduce Professor Paul Raptis.   
Raptis, an Ohio native, is an assistant pro-
fessor of communication here at GSC.  He 
was born and raised in Northeast Ohio 
and moved to Buford about seven years 
ago.   Upon moving to Georgia, he has 
graced the campuses of Kennesaw State, 
UGA and University of West Georgia be-
fore becoming a fixture on our campus. 
Compass:  So you have been in Geor-
gia for quite some time now.  Is there any 
differences you like about down South? 
Paul Raptis:  Well, besides the obvious 
in the weather, I like the friendliness and 
hospitality.  I definitely don’t miss shovel-
ing snow.  Also, sweet tea is great, which 
up north is just iced tea with  a lot of sug-
ar.  I do miss some of the places I used to 
eat in Ohio though. 
Compass:  You have taught at many dif-
ferent schools. What makes GSC unique? 
Raptis: It’s a lot smaller and therefore 
the interaction between the professors 
and students is greater.   Grad assistants 
teach intro classes at larger schools like 
UGA for example.  Here at GSC, it’s great 
one-on-one interaction.   Professors can 
take interest in student success and get 
involved in student organizations. This is 
very satisfying for me. 
Compass:   Here at Gainesville you 
teach COMM 1100 (among other classes), 
a class many students are hesitant to take 
and find nerve-wracking.  Why is this? 
Raptis: (laughs) Yes, you’re right. Pub-
lic speaking is a fear that many people 
have. Students often have common fears 
such as: “I’m going to forget what I am go-
ing to say,” “I will appear foolish,” “people 
are looking at me”, “people will form a 
judgment,” and “I feel vulnerable.”
Compass: Are these fears legit or irra-
tional? 
Raptis: I respect the fears and anxiety.  
If it’s real to them then it’s not irrational.   
This is where I deal with communication 
apprehension.  What can (the student and 
I) do to manage (the fears).  We then work 
on how to not forget what to say, how to 
not appear foolish, how to not feel vulner-
able and so on. 
Compass:   COMM 1100 is not re-
quired in all schools, but it is here in GSC.  
Do you agree with this class being manda-
tory? 
Raptis: Yes, I think it’s very important 
in that it teaches you some very practical 
skills that you can use in other classes and 
the workplace. ... Many times at the end of 
the semester I get more than a few students 
who told me how they didn’t want to take 
the class and came in with fears.  Most of 
those students tell me that it turned out to 
be one of their favorite classes.  The objec-
tive of all core classes is to develop com-
munication skills in people from verbal, 
writing, to interpersonal skills. 
Compass:   Many students just asso-
ciate this class with public speaking and 
their fears.  Is there more to this class? 
Raptis: It is also a good bonding expe-
rience.   I am pretty open about topics so 
students get to be diverse and creative.  
Compass:  Any personal favorite topics 
or interesting stories? 
Raptis: I had one student who actually 
brought a small wash basin in and water 
to show the class how to wash their hair 
for the informative speech.  She went step 
by step and actually washed her hair in 
class, I really enjoyed that one.   Also, we 
had someone bring 
in a huge parrot.  The 
speech started with, 
“Now, don’t make any 
sudden moves!”   The 
class was petrified, es-
pecially the students 
in the first row.   This 
was very memorable. 
(Editor’s note:   There 
are no animals al-
lowed on campus.) 
Compass:   Once 
the students realize they can overcome 
their fears, the class is obviously beneficial 
for them, but what about you? 
Raptis: It has been a very rewarding 
experience.   I enjoy the interaction with 
the students as well as some of the creativ-
ity.  I actually have a former student who 
has taken what she learned from COMM 
1100 and is teaching others in workshops 
she conducts.  She even uses some of my 
material.  That is very satisfying. 
Compass: Last question.   I noticed 
that on all your emails, you have a Robert 
F. Kennedy quote, “There are those who 
look at things the way they are and ask, 
‘Why?’  I dream of things that never were 
and ask, ‘Why not?’ Why this quote? 
Raptis:  It is inspiring to me and I be-
lieve it sums up my philosophy. It tells me 
to be mature, helps me grow. Go beyond 
to do what others think can’t be done. 
Don’t ever give up on your dreams.
Paul Raptis loves to talk (and listen)
Teacher Feature
Paul Raptis is one of the profs teaching 
Comm 1101, the communications class all GSC 
students are required to take.
Branden Lefty
TIPS FOR SURVIVING COMM 1100
1. Decide on your topic and main points early
2. Give yourself  plenty of t ime to gather and sort 
through your research materials.
3.  Practice your speech at least three to f ive 
t imes.
4. Practice in f ront of others to get their  feedback.
5. Integrate your presentat ion aids into your prac-
t ice so as to become famil iar with them.
6. On the day of your speech, be well-rested, t ry 
to look your best,  and concentrate on connecting 
with your l is teners.
“Go beyond to do what others 
think can’t  be done.  Don’t  ever 




o p i n i o n s
It’s a question with mil-
lions of answers, and 
sadly most people don’t 
consider it until they’re a 
little too close to death’s 
door (see The Bucket 
List).  Dying is scary, but 
the thought of having 
a buried life should be 
scarier. A “buried life” is 
a term taken from a Mat-
thew Arnold poem of the 
same name, and it refers 
to a life that has become 
so bombarded by daily 
routines that our passions 
have been buried under 
it all:
But often, in the 
world’s most 
crowded streets,
But often, in the 
din of st r i fe,
There r ises an un-
speakable desire
After the knowledge 
of our buried l i fe. . .
Fearing the buried life, 
four guys took the idea 
and turned it into a ques-
tion: what do I want to 
do before I die? With that 
they made a list of 100 
things that they wanted 
to do, ranging from tell-
ing a judge “you want the 
truth? You can’t handle 
the truth!” to delivering a 
baby. They planned for 
months and finally set out 
with a camera and an RV 
to travel the world cross-
ing items off their list one 
by one.
Along the way, they 
posed the same question 
to people that they met 
and tried to help them 
accomplish something 
on their “before I die” list.  
Initially, it was a self fund-
ed trip, but as they went 
along the people who 
caught wind of their proj-
ect decided to support 
their pursuit of uncovering 
their buried life.  The proj-
ect has gained momen-
tum since 2006 and now 
MTV has green-lighted a 
series called The Buried 
Life following Ben Nemtin, 
Dave Lingwood, Jonnie 
Penn and Duncan Penn, 
the four guys behind the 
whole shebang.
Not too many thought- 
provoking shows of sub-
stance come out of MTV 
nowadays (The Jersey 
Shore, Shot of Love w/ Tila 
Tequila, Paris Hilton’s My 
New BFF, I can go on and 
on), but their airing of The 
Buried Life on Mondays 
at 10  might just strike a 
chord in the 3.2 million 
MTV viewers. Instead of 
just watching people live 
their lives, we might be 
inspired to dig up our own 
buried lives. 
[theburiedlife.com/list]
So, what do you want to 
do before you die?
Audrey Williams is the creator 
of Blast!, a blog at 
http://blast.viviti.com
by Audrey Williams






As our generation con-
tinues to immerse our-
selves in the digital world, 
we’ve come dangerously 
close to the borderlands 
of nihilist country.  It’s 
interesting (if not tragi-
cally ironic) that the more 
connected we are, and the 
more freedom we have 
to express ourselves, the 
more we lose the individ-
ual drive that makes our 
country so unique.  Our 
generation is not one of 
action, but one of com-
mentary.  We’ve become 
a nation of commenta-
tors;  a society of peanut 
galleries, eager to put our 
two-cents into any argu-
ment--no matter how ir-
relevant or futile it would 
be to the actual outcome 
of the debate.  It is in this 
freedom of communica-
tion, through forums like 
Facebook and YouTube 
that we become so opin-
ionated, so factionalized, 
that any valid opinion is 
immediately drowned out 
by countless echoes, dis-
tortions and insults.
The internet and its 
various outlets are not in-
herently evil. However, as 
with all things not used in 
moderation, they are be-
coming a catalyst, not for 
destruction, but for trivi-
ality.  Everyday, millions of 
people post, in 144 char-
acters or less, the mind-
less details of their lives. 
Writing was once a re-
spected medium reserved 
for people who had some-
thing to say and knew 
how to say it.  These days, 
any 10-year-old with a 
micro-blog and a Red Bull 
can put out their opinions 
on anything--qualified or 
unqualified--with just as 
much relevancy as any of 
the major news networks, 
who’ve become so biased 
themselves that the very 
word “journalism” has 
become taboo.  And for 
what reason?  To appeal 
to our generation because 
we can’t handle objective 
analysis?
Music, in particular, has 
both suffered and thrived 
from this overgrowth.  On 
one hand, we are allowed 
access to some of the most 
obscure music on Earth 
because of file sharing. 
On the other hand, music 
in general has become so 
over-flooded with imita-
tors, so over-scrutinized 
by anyone who calls them-
selves a critic.  It’s hard, if 
not impossible, for a band 
to be relevant in any way. 
Do you think bands like 
the Beatles, or song writ-
ers like Bob Dylan would 
have been successful if 
they came out just last 
year?  The answer is ob-
vious, of course not.  The 
same ten-year old who 
writes in his blog his par-
ent’s views on healthcare 
has a pirated studio he 
downloaded--and he uses 
it to make music, never 
mind the fact that he’s 
doesn’t play an instru-
ment.
Here’s an interesting 
exercise.  Take your favor-
ite social networking site 
that you subscribe too, as-
suming you belong to at 
least one.  Take the num-
ber of friends you have 
on this site, and count up 
how many of them you 
talk to on a regular ba-
sis.  Then, see how many 
people you can honestly 
say directly impact you on 
some level.  Is it half?  Is 
it even a third?  Why has 
it become necessary for us 
to cling to every shred of 
our past?  Do we feel, that 
maybe, there isn’t much of 
a future to look forward 
too? 
Some will say that this 
is the necessary progres-
sion of culture reacting to 
all the technological ad-
vances of the last 50 years. 
It certainly can be argued 
that much like the Indus-
trial Revolution, the Digi-
tal Age has impacted our 
culture profoundly and to 
an irreversible degree.  But 
while the culture may be 
shifting, it doesn’t mean 
our individuality has too. 
We’re Americans, not 
ants; we don’t do well as a 
collective conscience.  We 
prosper on the dreams of 
being the hero in our own 
little story.  
Some will say we 
should turn our backs on 
technology, but I disagree. 
Now that it’s here--it’s here 
to stay.  However, we could 
utilize it in a different way. 
Use the availability and 
variety of music today to 
your advantage and dis-
cover a band or genre you 
would have never listened 
to.  Research a specific 
place you have in mind, 
and then“go there”.  The 
trick is to DO something. 
Do something you’ve 
never done before, if only 
for the simple reason that 
you’ve never done it.  
I would like to end on 
a quote, not from Kierkeg-
aard or Sartre, but from a 
piece of folk-art, propped 
up on a bench in Little 
Five Points.  It is a paint-
ing of an old man, fight-
ing with the wind, trying 
to grab the string to his 
kite, which is just beyond 
his reach.  In the top cor-
ner of the piece, in jagged, 
hasty lines, is a phrase that 
struck me.  It reads:  Life is 
fleeting.  Catch it before it 
flies away.
Take the Internet and 
do something with it
“Our generation 
is  not one of 
action, but one of 
commentary.”
c o m p a s s  s t a f f
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